
With major concerns about bills that
can greatly impact their businesses,
collision and mechanical repair com-
panies came from all over the state to
attend ASCCA /CAA’s Joint Legisla-
tive Day on April 14 in Sacramento,
to meet with their local legislators
and discuss two “hot button” bills,
one that would extend a sales tax to
labor operations and another that
would increase the minimum wage in
the Golden State.

Legislative Day speakers included
Pat Dorais, chief of the Bureau of Au-
tomotive Repair (BAR), to discuss pro-
vide the two organizations with an
overview of recent BAR activities

while praising the
ASCCA/CAA’s
ongoing relation-
ship with the BAR
and State Assem-
bly Member Brian
Jones.

Following a wel-
come from Steve
Vanlandingham,
ASCCA state presi-
dent, everyone was
briefed by Jack
Molodanof, the
lobbyist for both or-

ganizations, who taught the members

by Ed Attanasio

Just the other day, I was in a grocery
store parking lot in
San Francisco one
afternoon when a
kid approached
me. “Hello sir,” he
said. “That’s a bad
dent on your
bumper there. I
can fix it for you.”
I laughed, but he
didn’t smile in re-
turn. I realized he
was serious. “Re-
ally, how old are
you?” “10,” he

replied. I was about to ask him if he
was I-CAR trained, but I resisted.

I know this industry is having
problems finding good, qualified peo-
ple, but this is ridiculous, I thought.
Then, all of a sudden a car drove up
and a gentleman (probably 35-40)
looked at me and then nodded at the
child. I figured out what was going on
rather quickly.

It was sneaky, but impressive in a
way. He’s using his child to get repair
work, just like Tatum O’Neal in the
classic film Paper Moon. O’Neal won
the Oscar for her performance in 1973
and this kid was a pretty good actor
himself. At least he was keeping busy,

CA’s Midnight Body Shops Come Out Into the Light

See Midnight Body Shops, Page 20

Patrick Dorais,
California BAR Chief
asks body shops
and consumers to
report any shop that
is operating illegally,
under the table and/
or under the radar

by Stacey Phillips, Assistant Editor

Autobody News recently spoke to
John Eaves Jr. of Eaves Law Firm
about the recent developments with
the antitrust multidistrict litigation
taking place in Florida, in which body
shops across the country are alleging
“steering” and other retaliatory prac-
tices by the nation’s top insurers.

Eaves is the lead attorney for the
plaintiffs on the case: A&E Auto Body,
Inc., et al vs. 21st Century Centennial
Insurance Company, et al.

He said that during their regu-
larly scheduled monthly hearing in
May, Florida Magistrate Judge
Thomas Smith suggested preparing a
“bellwether” case to move the lawsuit
along faster. Typically, in a bellwether
trial the judge and parties select a rep-

resentative sample from the parties in-
volved to move the overall litigation
toward a resolution. 

The Jackson, Mississippi-based
firm is currently preparing a motion to
implement this type of trial. Eaves ex-
plained that this often happens in a
mass torte case and will speed things
up tremendously. After this is imple-
mented, Eaves will continue to file
cases brought on by body shops in ad-
ditional states and a court date will be
set. 

In the meantime, the firm has
been collecting affidavits and specific
information from body shops and for-
mer adjusters across the country to in-
clude as part of the injunction they are
filing. 

“We’ve been getting additional
See New MDL Developments, Page 19

Lead Lawyer for MDL Plaintiffs in FL Discusses New
Developments, ‘Bellwether’ Proposal

The National Weather Service has
confirmed an EF-1 tornado touched
down in Newton County, MO, the
night of May 17 just east of Seneca,

MO, according to Felicia Lawrence
reporting for fourstateshomepage
.com. The tornado touched down at
Highway 43, four miles south of
Seneca at 12:51 AM. It tracked north-
east until it lifted four miles west of
Neosho at 1:01 AM. The tornado up-
rooted several trees, destroyed multi-
ple outbuilding structures and blew
off roofs on a few barns. Peak winds

were estimated to be around 90 mph.
Peak width was about 200 yards and
total path of the tornado was 10.4
miles.

Newton County officials say
J & S Auto Services, located at
the intersection of Highway CC
and Norway Road, sustained
some of the most severe dam-
age in the county. It was com-
pletely leveled by the tornado.
Community members say it
stood at this corner for years
and they’re shocked to see it
completely destroyed.

The news team ran into a man
who was looking for his friend that
owns the auto body shop to try and
help him. The owner is believed to be
Johnny Reffett of Neosho, MO, and
the business location is 7060 Norway
Rd in Neosho.

“To see Johnny’s business, like I
said, to see anybody when you’re good

Seneca, MO, Body Shop Flattened by EF-1 Tornado,
Sustains Most Damage Recorded in MO County

See EF-1 Tornado, Page 14

ASCCA/CAA Joint Legislative Day Focuses on 
Minimum Wage and Taxes on Labor

State Assembly
Member Brian
Jones spoke to
the ASCCA/CAA
members during
their Legislative

Day in Sacramento,
CA on April 14

See Joint Leg Day, Page 14
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details from the shops; those kinds of
details that show the collaboration
within the insurance industry in order
to oppress the shops collectively,”
said Eaves. “We are 90 percent pre-
pared to file an injunction to stop the
steering and retaliatory practices of
those body shops that we represent.” 

He said that any shop owner or
employee that has proof or evidence
he or she would like to share can be
added to this injunction, whether or
not Eaves Law Firm is representing
them.  

“We still want all we can get to
make this a clear case to truly show
the judge at the next phase what the
shops are enduring,” said Eaves. Orig-
inally filed in February 2014, the an-
titrust suits were consolidated in
August and now more than 500 auto
body shops in 36 states are part of the
multi-district litigation.

Earlier this year, Judge Gregory
Presnell had dismissed a large portion
of the federal lawsuits without preju-
dice, meaning they can be re-filed.
This was followed by a dismissal of

cases in Louisiana, Tennessee and
Utah in April. Eaves is currently
rewriting the lawsuits to include more
specific information from the shops.

Another recent development oc-
curred in April when defendant Old
Republic Insurance Company moved
for entry of sanctions, including an
award of attorneys’ fees and expenses
against the plaintiffs for “…asserting
frivolous claims unsupported by ex-
isting law and lacking in evidentiary
support and for engaging in vexatious
litigation for the improper purpose of
harassing Old Republic and need-
lessly increasing the cost of litiga-
tion,” according to court documents. 

In response, the plaintiffs stated
that the “Defendants Motion for Sanc-
tions is without legal or factual merit. It
is effectively a regurgitation of argu-
ments previously made and already
ruled upon by the Court. The Motion
fails to put forward any facts or author-
ity to establish the allegations against

Defendant are frivolous. Denied by De-
fendant? Yes. Frivolous? No.”

The plaintiffs went on to request
that the Motion for Sanctions be denied.

Regarding Old Republic’s Mo-
tion for Sanctions, Eaves said “We
don’t believe there is any merit. We
have a good cause, and a good case
and that is a standard defense attorney
tactic that’s used. I think you’ll see
pretty soon that the judge will not
honor that request.”

Old Republic is represented by
Fox Rothschild LLP and lawyers for
the insurance company did not re-
spond for comment. 

No decision had been made by
Judge Presnell as of press time.

The next regularly scheduled
hearing for the multi-district lawsuit
is Friday, June 5.

Anyone with information that
would like to share with Eaves Law
Firm, should contact steve@eaves
law.com
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To keep pace with changing customer
demands and expectations and in antic-
ipation of future trends, Axalta Refinish
Training is launching the Axalta Learn-

ing Campus in North America, a new
way to access training content and track
progress. The Axalta Learning Campus
will provide learners with the ability to
register for traditional Learning and De-
velopment Center classes as well as
provide links for eLearning, quick tip-
type videos, webinars and more. It will
also enable learners to select the content
that is most important to them. The Ax-
alta Learning Campus can be accessed
at axalta.us website, under Products and
Customers > Training or directly by
logging onto http://www.axaltalearn-
ingcampus.com. Once on the Axalta
Learning Campus, participants can cre-
ate personal profiles and select the
classes and eLearning modules for the
products they use.

Axalta Launches Online-
Learning Training Campus
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