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LKQ Renews $25,000 
Contribution to CREF
LKQ Corporation, based in Poway,
CA, renewed its $25,000 contribu-
tion to the Collision Repair Educa-
tion Foundation (CREF) to help with
collision school tool/equipment and
student scholarships.

CREF Executive Director Clark
Plucinskinoted, “Now more than ever
do collision school programs need the
industry’s support in order to graduate
qualified and properly trained students.
LKQ’s renewed contribution allows
CREF to work with the collision school
programs on ensuring this takes place.
Through parts donations, monetary do-
nations, and having representation on
our Board of Trustees, LKQ’s has dis-
played their strong commitment to as-
sisting the future professionals of the
collision industry. On behalf of the
schools, students, and instructors that
will benefit from this support, we thank
LKQ for their continued support.”

“A shortage of technicians, along
with a shortage of funding for the
technical schools, continues to be a
major challenge for our industry. LKQ
is proud to support CREF and is de-
lighted to give back to the technical
schools and students in our industry,”
said Terry Fortner VP of Industry
Relations and Market Development.

AutoBody-Review.com announced the
acquisition of a new facility to sup-
port additional growth and expansion
into new automotive markets in the
upcoming months.

Marking its third move in two
years, Flash of Genius Inc., DBA as
UpdatePromise.com and AutoBody-
Review.com, purchased a new facil-
ity in Chino Hills, CA.

The new facility, which is triple
the size of its preceding location, will
be put into immediate use as the
company continues to expand into 12
automotive-related, vertical markets
over the next 24 months.

2013 was the startup year for
AutoBody-Review.com. “The new
facility provides an open space for
the perfect combination of informal
collaboration and idea exchange,
with offices and meeting rooms
specifically designed to allow us to
focus and meet in a more traditional
sense. In short, there’s nothing we
can’t create from here. Our 2015
expansion will be bigger and better
because of the new facility,” said
Director of Business Development
Greg D’Amore.

The company is located at 14850
Central Avenue, Chino Hills, CA 91710.

AutoBody-Review.com Will
Expand to New CA Facility

by Stacey Phillips, Assistant Editor

When Tim Gerhards, a repair techni-
cian in Folsom, CA, and the owner of
TG Products, Inc., was removing a dent
from a side member on a unibody ve-
hicle, he found there wasn’t a tool de-
signed to work on the repair. He said
the job required applying force to the
low point of the dent and pushing it out.

In the past, the repair would have
been completed using torches to get
the metal hot and pliable enough so it
could easily be worked with pry bars,
dollies and hammers, but he said the
use of heat in this repair process was
no longer acceptable.

“I knew if it was a problem for me
it is for every other tech out there,” said
Gerhards. “Being that I’m an auto body
repair technician, I had all of the re-
quired skills and tools to make my own
tools, so I decided I would try to solve
this problem.”

The result was The Rail Saver
Repair System, which Gerhards said
repairs rails quickly from the inside
out with no heating required.

The tool is used for the inside of the
side member or frame rail, pushing out-
ward from the opposite side. Gerhards
said the tool operates using wedges,
pushing one wedge into another with a

four-ton hydraulic pump and ram. “This
simply transfers the pressure out to the
side of an elongated arm,” he explained.
There is also a measuring gauge on the
tool, which allows technicians to meas-
ure the proper depth from the outside of
the damage and insert the tool to repair
from the inside.

He said the system allows repairs
to be done easily, improving cycle
times and reducing severity as well as
offering greater accessibility for tech-
nicians. “The Rail Saver Repair Sys-
tem can access areas that can’t be
reached any other way," said Gerhards.
“This access can create repair possi-
bilities that can be the difference be-
tween a vehicle being repairable or
deemed a total loss.”

It is common for technicians to
still use heat, said Gerhards, as well as
cutting access “windows” to hammer
through, cutting out the damaged
areas, and re-shaping on an anvil or the
frame rack and welding back in place.
He said these methods do not follow
OEM guidelines, and should not be

performed on today’s vehi-
cles.

“The Rail Saver is not a
‘fix all’ for rail repair,” said
Gerhards. “As in any repair
the technicians should first
check OEM structural re-
pair guidelines in making
their determination as to
the reparability of any
structural part of the vehi-
cle.”

GM Dealer Equipment
has recommended The Rail

Saver system.  “The Rail Saver Repair
System was tested and approved by
General Motors for use on both full-
frame and unitized vehicles. This
product works on steel, high-strength
steel, and aluminum body compo-
nents. This tool will help pin-point the
damage location to ensure accurate re-
pairs from the inside of a frame rail
working outward, said the GM Colli-
sion Repair Technology Center Man-

ager for General Motors.
Gerhards has been an auto body re-

pair technician since 1986, working for
B&J Body Shop in Rancho Cordova,
CA from 1997-2013. Prior to starting
TG Products in 2008, Gerhards licensed
his product ideas to Steck Manufactur-
ing based in Dayton, OH. “They have
been great to work with and manufac-
ture six tools I helped design,” said Ger-
hards, who has created tools for the last
13 years.

These include:
● The Skin Zipper, a door skin installer,
which is now being looked at for its ca-
pabilities installing aluminum door
skins, including the NEW 2015 F-150;
● The Work Stand Clamp for holding
door shells on X frame work stands
while skins are installed;
● The MIG Light, which attaches to
the neck of a MIG/MAG welder torch;
● The Panel Shaper Kit for sheet metal
forming and shaping; 
● The Handy Pull Kit, a set of eyebolts
and brackets for light pulls around the
vehicle; and
● The Easy Strip II, a re-design of the
Easy Strip molding remover.

For more information about The
Rail Saver Repair System and TG
Products, visit www.therailsaver.com

Rail Saver Repair System Developed by CA Technician to Improve Accessibility and Cycle Times


